Week 6 exam: International Law: Define these words in one English sentence:
Post-structuralism
A doctrine that rejects structuralism’s claims to objectivity and emphasises the plurality of meaning
Semiotics
the study of cultural sign processes (semiosis), analogy, metaphor, signification and communication, signs and symbols
Semantics
Relation between signs and the things to which they refer; their denotata, or meaning
Syntactics
Relations among signs in formal structures
Pragmatics
Relation between signs and the effects they have on the people who use them
Creative/Cultural Industries
The creation, production, and distribution of goods and services that are cultural in nature and usually protected by intellectual property rights
Discourse (in the semantic analysis sense)
A generalization of the concept of conversation to all modalities and contexts.
Intangible
not having physical substance or intrinsic productive value
Freedom of expression
ability to communicate and express opinions, in public, private, either written or spoken, without the interference of the state or others
Infringement
an act that disregards an agreement or a right
Cultural text (the semiotic definition)
Anything creative with cultural value i.e. viewed as having value by society
Signifier (the semiotic definition)
Something which communicates a shared meaning commonly agreed by the majority (or everybody)
Public domain
an intellectual property designation for the range of content that is not owned or controlled by anyone
Cultural criticism
criticism of a given culture, usually as a whole and typically on a radical basis

Copyright law
the set of exclusive rights granted to the author or creator of an original work, including the right to copy, distribute and adapt the work
Trademark law
a distinctive sign or indicator used by an individual, business organization, or other legal entity to identify that the products or services to consumers with which the trademark appears originate from a unique source, and to distinguish its products or services
Patent law
a set of exclusive rights granted by a state (national government) to an inventor or their assignee for a limited period of time in exchange for a public disclosure of an invention
Utility patent
the protection of an invention in terms of its function or the way it works
Design patent
a patent granted on the ornamental or decorative design of a functional item
Plant patent
A property right given to an inventor who has invented or discovered and asexually reproduced a new variety of plant, mutant or spore
Right of publicity law
the right of an individual to control the commercial use of his or her name, image, likeness or other unequivocal aspects of one's identity
Fair use (in the context of copyright)
allows limited use of copyrighted material without requiring permission from the rights holders, such as for commentary, criticism, news reporting, research, teaching or scholarship
Legally enjoin
a court order, whereby a party is required to do, or to refrain from doing, certain acts
Cease-and-desist order
an order or request to halt an activity, or else face legal action
Commodity relations
The web of trading relationships which make up commercial activity in standardized goods or services
Cultural software
The directed and intended programming of an entire society using cultural texts and signifiers
Trespassing
intrusive without right or permission
Company regulation
secondary legislation issued by a government minister under the authority of primary legislation
EU harmonisation measures
The changing of government regulations and practices, as a result of an international agreement, to make those of different countries the same or more compatible
Reappraisal
A second look at or reassess a value of something
Public company
A company that has listed shares on a stock exchange for the public to invest in the company
Diversity of participation
Where there are multiple and separate owners of a company’s stock
Deregulatory measures
the removal or simplification of government rules and regulations that constrain the operation of market forces
Joint venture
a legal entity formed between two or more parties to undertake an economic activity together and sharing the risk in formation
Predetermined rights
When the government prespecifies the consequences of a given legal scenario rather than having the courts work out each case separately
Head of steam
Strong driving force; the pressure exerted by a confined water vapour
Sanctions
An approval, by an authority, that makes something valid; A penalty, or some coercive measure, intended to ensure compliance; especially one adopted by several nations, or by an international body; A law, treaty, or contract, or a clause within a law, treaty, or contract, specifying the above
Decriminalisation
the abolition of criminal penalties in relation to certain acts, perhaps retroactively, though perhaps regulated permits or fines might still apply
Enforcement
a term that refers to the process by which legislation, or part of legislation, and treaties comes to have legal force and effect
Blow the whistle
To disclose information to the public or to appropriate authorities concerning the illegal or socially harmful actions of a person or group, especially a corporation or government agency; To make a piercing sound which signals a referee's action or the end of a game
Legal personality
a legal entity through which the law allows a group of natural persons to act as if they were a single composite individual for certain purposes
Off the peg companies
Ready made companies made in standard configurations and available immediately
Minimum authorised capital levels
the minimum amount of share capital that the company is authorised by its constitutional documents to issue to shareholders
Mandatory capital reserves
Minimum difference between a firm's assets and liabilities, also known as net worth or owner's equity
Draconian procedures
Unreasonably harsh or severe procedures
Liquidation
The selling of the assets of a business as part of the process of dissolving the business
Insolvent
the inability to pay one's debts as they fall due
Share repurchases
A program by which a company buys back its own shares from the marketplace, reducing the number of outstanding shares
Share certificates
a legal document that certifies ownership of a specific number of stock shares (or fractions thereof) in a corporation
Paperless shares
Where share allocation information is stored in a computer rather than in physical paper certificates
par value shares
the value of a security that is set by the company issuing it; unrelated to market value
ultra vires rules
The limits to its powers as stated in the founding charter of a particular body
shareholder rights
The right to information, the right to vote and dividend rights are the principal rights of shareholders
derivative actions
A shareholder derivative suit is a lawsuit brought by a shareholder on behalf of a corporation against a third party
formal appraisal rights
The right of shareholders to demand the fair payment of securities undergoing a merger by a third party valuator
coordinated shareholder activist groups
A group or individual that takes action in an effort to influence management and effect change in the behavior of corporations to increase shareholder value
“stick and the carrot” strategy
an idiom that refers to a policy of offering a combination of rewards and punishment to induce behavior
Freedom of establishment
Every EU citizen, through freedom of establishment, is allowed to set up a business in any EU country in the same way and on the same legal basis as a national of that country

Essay Question: Write between 150 and 1000 words on what Intellectual Property Law signifies in the context of the knowledge and creative industries which have generated most of the Economic growth in Western countries during the past thirty years
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