“The Mayfair Set” Video Worksheet
This is a documentary about how finance took over from government as the single most powerful force in Britain during the 1970s. While this documentary studies only Britain, a very similar pattern happened in all Western countries during the 1960s-1970s (e.g. the May 1968 watershed moment in France). In all cases, the paternalist system based on the Bretton Woods post-WW2 agreements had become seen as too restrictive and holding back society and the Western economy.
1. How was Britain run up until the 1960s? What Economic policy was used, and how was industry organised?



2. Why were politicians and industry afraid of the stockmarket?



3. What secret did Jim Slater find out about most British public companies?



4. What happened to the Coote Cork Manufacturing Company?



5. Why did the Claremont set admire those who take risks?





6. What happened in 1964?


7. Why did Jim Slater become viewed as essential to the future of Britain?



8. Why were Jim Slater and other “asset strippers” actually not improving British industrial productivity like they claimed?



9. What happened to the money realised from the asset stripping of British industry?



10. What did “Tiny” Roland do in Africa?



11. How did Tiny Roland buy the largest gold mine in the world?






12. What did Tiny Roland do with the money he made from his takeover of African industry?



13. Which government got into power in 1970?



14. Why did the government backtrack on its “industrial productivity through closure” policy in 1971?



15. What happened to the stockmarket as a result?



16. What did Jim Slater do with all his new wealth?



17. What happened to the British economy, and how did the government react?





18. What did Tiny Roland do when the stockmarket began to collapse? And what consequences did that have for him?



19. What did Tiny Roland do to get back into power?



20. Why was his victory such a defining moment in British industrial history?



21. What effect did the Arab-Israeli war have on the British economy? Why?



22. What did Jim Slater do after the stockmarket crash?
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