Group Task 2: International Law
Your multinational company has been targeted across multiple countries by the internet activist group “Anonymous” (see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anonymous_(group) ) because your company was found putting a completely legal nutritional additive (which also happens to be highly addictive and habit-forming) into your baby milk powder called “BabyGro” sold in developing countries. Your company has quadrupled its profit margins and are on target to become the largest baby milk formula provider in the fastest growing developing markets.
Meanwhile “Anonymous” are uploading videos to YouTube containing your company’s logo mixed with babies being tortured and injected with heroin. They are attacking your company’s websites, your email system and your Facebook site as well as those of your employees by defacing them with critical statements and satirical images. They use computers to constantly prank call your company’s telephone lines making it hard to do business.  They keep sending pizzas and pornographic videos (with pay on collection) to your company’s offices. Because of the noise they are making, a group of film makers are making a documentary revealing how your company (legally in those countries) employs girls as young as twelve to manufacture the powder at US$0.15 per hour, suggesting that the addictive additive causes miscarriages in workers exposed to it (for which there is no medical evidence). 
Given its profitability and success at gaining market share in key developing markets, senior management have decided that this baby powder marketing policy is to be continued without discussion. They have therefore asked your team to provide the following to the board:
1. A 500 word (no more than 1000 words) Executive Summary in English on your proposed legal strategy to destroy the efforts of the group “Anonymous”, and how much each option is estimated to cost. If your legal strategy would improve the marketing of the addictive baby milk formula as a second order effect, the board would be delighted.
2. A presentation in English lasting between five and seven minutes summarising the Executive Summary. Each member of your team must speak.
After the presentation her representative will ask your team a few questions in English regarding the content of your presentation. Each team will have twelve minutes of time in total.
The presentations will be held on Thursday 3rd March between 11.20am and 12.20pm. The written report is also due at the same time. The best presentation will be voted on by the class and a prize given!
Hints for deciding your legal strategy:
· Define your problem by narrowing it down to its essentials. Senior management don’t want to hear detail about a strategy except for how much it will cost and what are the most important risks to the company.
· Look up Defamation, Libel and Slander laws (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libel). 
· Remember that legally a corporation = a person! So invasion of privacy laws also apply to companies. See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Privacy_laws_of_the_United_States and the section “Modern tort law”.
· Look up Trademark Law (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trademark), particularly on “secondary liability”. This can used to sue those who enable others to infringe (e.g. YouTube) as well as the infringers themselves.
· Look up European Copyright Law on Wikipedia, specifically the section on “Database Rights”. Remember that websites use databases to store their content, so defacing a website involves intruding into a database (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright_law_of_the_European_Union).
· Look up the law on Telemarketing/“Robocalling” on Wikipedia (the use of computers to ring telephones). These laws place restrictions on the use of automated telephone dialling.
· Look up the DMCA (Digital Millennium Copyright Act) and the two EUCDs (EU Copyright Directive and EU Commerce Directive) on Wikipedia. These laws can be used to remove damaging content from the internet by filing a “takedown notice”.
