Group Task 1: International Business
The Chancellor of the Exchequer of France, Christine Lagarde, has asked your team to summarise the likely international business situation for the country of France between now and 2020. She asks your team to present the following:
1. A 350-500 word report written in English, no longer than 1000 words. Sources of facts should be referenced academically.
2. A presentation lasting between five and seven minutes in English. Each member of your team must speak.
After the presentation her representative will ask your team a few questions in English regarding the content of your presentation and your report. Each team will have twelve minutes of time in total.
The presentations will be held on Thursday 17th February between 11.20am and 12.20pm. The written report is also due at the same time. The best presentation will be voted on by the class.
Suggested Themes from Readings Provided:
· Projected competitiveness of France against other big EU countries 2012-2020.
· Projected Energy Price Inflation 2012-2020 – with its consequences on prices of food, transport and raw materials. How will this affect France?
Other Suggested Themes:
· Porter’s Five Forces model of Competitive Rivalry
· EU free trade area and other free trade regimes (NAFTA, GATT, WTO, MERCOSUR)
· Social responsibility and ethics
· Information Technology
Bibliography for Readings Provided This Week:
The Economist (2011), ‘France’s lost decade’, vol. 398 no. 8719, p. 61.
The Economist (2011), ‘A machine running smoothly’, vol. 398 no. 8719, pp. 63-65.
The Economist (2011), ‘Protests and the pump’, vol. 398 no. 8719, pp. 67-68.
The Economist (2011), ‘Parsing prices’, vol. 398 no. 8719, p. 68.
The Economist (2011), ‘Back with a vengeance’, vol. 398 no. 8717, pp. 82-83.


