


Title: That this Union Council should endorse the legalisation of cannabis





Council Notes:


1.	That cannabis is currently prohibited for possession, cultivation and trade as a class B controlled substance under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. The Wootton committee recommended the substantial lessening of penalties concerning cannabis in its 1969 report, which was subsequently enacted by parliament in 1971, fundamentally leading to the current legal status of cannabis today.


2.	That over 100,000 people a year are arrested nationally for cannabis related offences (estimated 1998 figures). 4% of the UK population are students according to the NUS, so that infers that an absolute minimum of around 4000 students are arrested each year.


3.	That the medical journal The Lancet feels that "The smoking of cannabis, even long term, is not harmful to health" (vol. 346, no. 8985, Nov 11th 1995 p.1241)


4.	That a MORI poll conducted at the start of 1998 showed that 45% of the population feel cannabis should be decriminalised. Some 90% believe it should be legalised for medicinal use.


5.	That the Independent on Sunday has called for cannabis to be decriminalised and most of the other broadsheets have pro-cannabis editorials on a frequent basis.


6.	That the rally for the decriminalisation of cannabis (organised by the Independent on Sunday) which drew some 15,000 people after only three weeks of organisation last March is a major breakthrough for the legalisation effort.


7.	That Channel 4's 1998 Citizen's Commission on Drugs (a realistic mock-up of a Lords Royal Commission) favoured that cannabis be legalised on a very strict basis.





Council Further Notes:


1.	That Manchester University's Student Direct survey (Issue 7, 3rd Nov 1997) found that 75% of their students had smoked cannabis and some 20% smoked cannabis on a weekly or greater basis.


2.	That the vast majority of studies of how cannabis use affects academic ability show a no loss of academic ability or a less of a loss when compared to alcohol (Canadian Government Commission of Inquiry into the Non-Medical Use of Drugs 1972, section 2 - Intellectual and Cognitive Effects of Cannabis)


3.	Given that a greater percentage of students smoke cannabis regularly than the total population (20% vs. 10%), it can be estimated that around 8000 students are actually arrested each year for cannabis related offences (see note 2 above).


4.	That already this year, at least three members of this union have had their lives disrupted by university accommodation officials on unproved suspicion of use of cannabis.





Council Believes:


1.	That the smoking of cannabis is seen by a sizeable proportion of students as normal and that many students smoke cannabis on a regular basis - see further note 1


2.	That members of this union suffer discrimination from university and government bodies as a result of their cannabis use - see note 2 and further notes 3 & 4 above


3.	That students suffer personally, career-wise and academically from the current legal status of cannabis - see notes 1, 2; further notes 3 & 4


4.	That the current law of the land encourages students to lie and cheat other students; to spy upon and inform authorities of student's private activities; to generally speaking engender a more hostile and less friendly atmosphere for students in general.


5.	That given points 1, 2 and 3 above, note 3 and further note 2, that cannabis should be at least decriminalised, preferably legalised for recreational and medicinal use for the benefit of students and the country at large


6.	That the United Kingdom is currently at the most likely point in its recent history to consider change in the legal state of cannabis - see notes 4, 5, 6 & 8 above.


7.	That this union's assistance with the legalisation effort would be to the benefit of the members of this union and students nationally - see notes 2, 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8; further notes 1, 3 & 4 above.





Council Resolves:


1.	To provide all reasonable and legally possible help and assistance to all students at this university who in any way suffer from actions suffered due to the suspicion of use or actual use of cannabis related substances. This should be done through mediation with the police and/or university authorities where necessary and/or the provision of information which would assist those students legally (eg; provision of phone numbers, contact addresses etc.)


2.	To mandate the Advice Centre to hold the up-to-date phone number of the Release organisation available for inspection and to make that number available to students in need of legal assistance when concerned with cannabis related offenses. It is hoped that a stock of Release pamplets can also be held at the Advice Centre.


3.	Where legally possible, to help campaign for decriminalisation and legalisation of cannabis, in conjunction with those societies in this union which do the same.


4.	To promote as far as reasonably possible the distribution of true and accurate information about cannabis


5.	To prevent as far as reasonably possible the distribution of inaccurate or misleading information about cannabis


6.	To show an official Hull University Union presence at next May's rally for a change in the law for the benefit of students nationally


7.	To permit the use of the front foyer of the union building for a drug information week organised by the Legalise Cannabis society (subsequent to forthcoming approval from the appropriate persons).


8.	To support all reasonable efforts where legally possible by union members to make cannabis available for medicinal and recreational uses








Proposed by: Niall Douglas (councillor), Melanie Ring (councillor), Gary Wilth (former NUS delegate), Simon Kedgley (chair of campaigns), Sami Grover (councillor), Gareth Garfoot (something in campaigns), Richard Brown (?), Alison Pailler (?), Dominic Simpson (?), Kate Da Costa (?).











